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The connections are even more extensive than | realized.

Slate

Putin’s Puppet

iF the Russian president couid design a candidate
to undermine American interests—and advance
his own—he’d look a lot like Donald Trump.

By Frankiin Foer
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ladimir Putin has a plan for destroying the West—and that plan looks a lot like Donald Trump. Over
tihe past decade, Russia has boosted right-wing populiists across Europe. it loaned money to
campaign alive. Such largesse also wended its way to the former Italian premier Silvio Berlusconi,
who profited “personally and handsomely” from Russian energy deals, as an Amenican
ambessador to Rome once putt it. (Berusconi 2iso shamed 2 240-year-oid boitfle of Crimaan wine
witth Putiin and apparently makes ampie use of a bed gited to fwm by the Russian president.)

There’s a clear pattern: Putin runs stealth efforts on behalf of politicians who rail against the
Europeam Uniom and want to push away fram NATO. He's been a patiron of Goliden Dauwwm im
Gresms, Atske in Bullgaria, and Jobiblk in Hungey . Joe Biden wannad sboul s offont lasi yearin
a speech at the Brookings Institution: “President Putin sees such political forces as useful tools to
be manipulated, to create cracks in the European body politic which he can then exploit.” Ruptures
titneztt vl bketly mwitiipily @fer Brexit—a campaigm Russials memy propagamndss ongams

thomibastically prowmoted.

The destruction of Europe is a grandiose objective; so is the weakening of the United States. Until
recemtly, Putim has only focused giancing atfiention omn American eleclions. Them allong came tine

Donald Trump is like the Kremlin's favored candidates, only more so. He celebrated the United
Kimgdiom's exit from the EU. He denounces NATO witth fieeling. He is also a great adimirer of
Wit Putim. Tewrmogy s cisxation o $he Ressien gresttent has e portmyed @s Dhufuonish
enthusiasm for a fellow macho strongman. But Trump'’s statements of praise amount to something
closer to slavish devotion. In 2007, he praised Putin for “rebuilding Russia.” A year later

ine adided, “He does s work welil. Much betier tiamn our Busi™ Winem Putim

ripped Americanexceptionalism in a New York Times op-ed in 2013, Trump called it “a
masterpiece.” Despite ample evidence, Trump denies that Putin has assassinated his opponents:
“tin aill fzimmess o Putim, you're sayimg he killed peoplie. | haven't seem that ™ in he event that such
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Kalllimgss rave tramspired,, they cam e fongiven: A leest he's 2 lleader” And mot jjust 2my olid el

of state: “I will tell you that, in terms of leadership, he's getting an A.”

Donald Trump is like the Kremlin's favored candidates, only more so.

Tivett's a Hitgihily atridigred samplimg of Trump's odes to Putim. Winy wmowddn | e Russiens offier fhim
e sae furiive asssance ey ve lavisied on Le Pen, Berdusooni, and Bhe resi? lndieed,
according to Politico’'s Michael Crowley, Russian propaganda_has gone full throttle for Trump,
usimg itts Russia Today apparatus to thrasih Hillany Climton and hail the: courage of Tump's fomeign
palimy. (Samplie inesdiime: “Tmmp Spats NATO Deipete Tisoleie’ ar Tripwine Thait Cowitd [Lead
to World War 111" ") Russian intelligence services hacked the Democratic National Committee’s
servers, purloining its opposition research files on Trump and just about everything else it could
fiimat. THnesy aliso weonmmed i wey imto e computens of e Climtom Foundiation, 2 treach reported
by Bloowiberg. And though &t may be a mere coincidence, Trump's inner circle is populated with
advisers and operatives who have long careers advancing the interests of the Kremlin.

Wie siowltdn't oversizie Putim's efforts,, wiich will haerdly detemmime the autcome of tie elecion. Sill,
we sihould ik of the Trump canmpaign as he moral eqguivalent of Hemry Wallaoe s compumist-
infiltrated campaign for president in 1948, albeit less sincere and idealistic than that. A foreign
power et wishes il upomn the Uniled States has attached itself to a major presidemtia campaigm.

ok Vot

Donald Trump's interest in Russia dates back to Soviet times. In fact, there’s extraordinary footage
off i sihealking hands with Mikhaill Gorbachey. It comes from 1988, the peak of perestroika and
Ganthaxiney s effotis o cnarm ithe Amatican puliic. On s ispendany g to Westtingion and New
York, the Soviet in chief left the confines of his limousine and security cordon to glad-hand with the
American people. Donald Trump suggested to reporters that the Soviet leader would be making his
sy o Tmummp Tower, @ cnucia staticn on his joumey to capitaism. This was, im iz, @ selif-
aggrandizing fabrication that Trump fimself planied in the tabioids, But it was a convincing lie. A
year earlier, Trump had traveled to Russia at the invitation of the Soviets. They wanted Trump to
dievelop luauny hotiells im Moscow and Lemingrad to feed the regime's mew appetite for Westenn
tnusimess., e idies of iuilidting o monurments im e US SR s capituresd s

imagination,” Newsweek reported.

Tinump liklly revelled im the newspaper stories thatt reported Gorbachey's fortihooming wisit to s
HHOD s Rt Bt Susmeily e e dasey expeciied ihis Teke stiory o Secome resliily. e mustt eve
been gobsmacked when he received word that Gorbachev wanted to pay a spontaneous visit to
Trump Tower. The skyscraper's namesake rushed down firom his penthouse office to pay
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aftveisamue. Firm Hines witien, we can see fhe ictcived eed of Garthacihey emenge from s car.
Trump and his retinue push through the crowd. “Great, great honor,” the mogul says as he pumps
the hand of the Soviet supremo.

Ome off Trump's wulimeratiites s thet e dossn't @lways wett s peapie, winetiner if's busness
m,mmmmm,mmmmmmwmmm.mm
turns out, this Gorbachev wasn't really the Soviet leader but an impersonator called Ronald Knapp.
Trump was lavishing praise om tive winmner of a look-alike comntest.

WWWMWWMVWMW@meWMMWMM
securing business. Those Soviet hotel projects never went anywhere. But over the years, Trump
has returmed o the idea of builiding in Russia again and again. Effective real estate develiopers are
gEmuiTe Sees; they cam comjure e images of ghorious smuchures @ vttt meigfithonthoods
where other mortals see mere blight. Trump had the brashness to imagine developing hotels in
Moscow when that was a fatal enterprise. In 1996, a Kalashnikov sprayed the Americam
msmmrmmmmmwmmmmmmmmmmm»m
than-soupulous business culliure e endured. Vet it wasn't hard to see the appeal of Russia, 1o
both the bottom line and the ego. An article in the Moscow Times described Trump as the city’s
fiirstt grand builder since Stalin. Indeed, he later planned 2 development om tihe site wiere Stalim

Five separate times Trump attempted Russian projects, hotels, apartments, and retail on the
grandest scale. in one iteration, he promised amn ice rink, @ “memibers clulb,” and a spa, for “tne
fimestt esitiemoes in Moscow ™ Amoiter s hedesonibed 2¢ “dhe Haegesst tnoital fim (the waamiidl " Hils
gaudy style appealed to Russian nouveau riche, and he knew it. “The Russian market is attracted
to me,” he onceboasted. Heregfsmmdhismasa!xademakMMosWandevenlioensedit
o 2 liigyuor compamy, wihich sold Trurmp Super Premmim Yodika. Gowemmment ofiivizls ciimed et
mid-'90s, the general-turned-politician Alexander Lebed told him, “If Trump goes to Moscow, |
tiwimik. Ammerica wwilll folllow.”

break ground. Yet his foray into Russia should be considered a smashing success; Trump set
imseif wp for triumpih even as he failed. Wit each doomed reall estatie project, he lavished praise
om e ke comnstitsemay that tiesses deals, aarsly Russiam polioEms. {(tim fiwormit aoff o pemci aoff
reporters he told Lebed, “We've been reading a lot of great things about this gentleman and his
country.”) The praise encouraged Russian officials to keep inviting Trump back for big potential
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diedls. Ezcth fime e havelied to Mosoow for 2 high profie visit, e astacded press aterion amd his
stature increased. (After one trip, he braggedabout a meeting where “almost alt of the oligarchs
were in the room.”) This elevated profile ultimately attracted investors. Russians helped finance his
projects im Toronto and SoHo; they snapped wp umits im his buildings amund the worlid—so much
sttt e carmne o et e, teastitng: ool mentize im Mesome o reomwill huyees. (His temants
included a Russian mobster, who ran an illegal poker ring in the Trump Tower

and accompanied Trump to the staging of the Miss Universe contest in Moscow. ) Even when he
thwiitt @ toweer im Pamama, he mamowcest s sales efforts to drey Russians, @s tive Wasihmghom
Postt as reported. “Russians make wp a prelty disproporiionate oross-section of a lot of owr
assets,” Trump’s son, Donald Jr., bragged. “We see a lot of money pouring in from Russia."

Tie: meztiurre off e Domalld Tmump campaitg is iits fumdamenial biluming of his political and business
imterests—aon dispizy jusi recenitly in Soolimd, when he prased the Brexd vole as a boom for his
golf courses. As one campaign finance expert told the New York Times, “Historically, candidates
woulld separate themselves firom their business interests wihemn numming for office. Trump hes done
e st oy pmmtiing s husimesses wibile cumriing for offioe " Sedh meescerilis moies likelly
undergird Trump’s ornate praise of Putin, too. Having a friend in the Kremlin would help Trump
fulfill his longtime dream of planting his name in the Moscow skyline—a dream that he pursued
even 25 e ongzmized his presidentis| campaign. “Russia is one of e hottiest plaoes im e waonrd
fior investment,” e once said. “We will e in Moscow at some point.”

* k *

.iﬂ

Photo illustration by Lisa Larson-iwainer. Fivoio by Ron JenkinsiGetly images, iviivail
Svetlov/Getty Images.

Ome: of tive impontiamt facts abowt Trump is his lack of crediteorthimess.. After s 2004 baminumtioy
amel hits oy strealk of lzwsuils, the biy banks decidied e wasn i worth She effon. They d rather nof
touch the self-proclaimed “king of debt.” This sent him chasing less conventional sources of
cash. BuzzFeed has sihown, for instance, his efforts to woo Muammear Qaddiafi 25 am imvestor.
(Lityezm moomey meser didl matterisize:. M wes Russism capial thall fosied snamy of s sgratune
projects—that helped him preserve his image as a great builder as he recovered from bankruptcy.

The mmomey didn't come direcily. Humting for partmers witlh casin, he tummed o @ smalll wpsiart callled
tthe By Girowp., witicth weuli gall! tugpettver massive roal esistie dvalis usimg the Toump mame. (s
chairman was a former Soviet official namedTevfik Arif, who made a small fortune running luxe
hotels in Turkey. To run Bayrock's operation, Arif hired Felix Satter, a Soviet-borm. Brightom
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Beach-tmed coiliege drpout. Satter dianged s mame o Satier, likelly to distanoe himssi fom the
criminal activity that a name-check would easily tum up. As a young man, Saterserved time for
slashing a man’s face with a broken margarita glass in a barroom brawl. The Feds also busted him
fior @ worlking in @ stock brokerage tied to fowr diffierent Mafia famiies, which made $40 milliom off
Tt tradies. Ome nssuil woulld eter desoitve “Saiter's proven istony of wsimg moibiike
tactics to achieve his goals.” Another would note that he threatened a Trump investor with the
prospect of the electrocution of his testicles, the amputation of his leg, and his corpse residing im
tie tmumik off Satier's car.

“Russia is one of the hottest places in the world for mvestment,” Trump said. “We will be in
Moscow at some point.”

Whitheztt vorzss Timurmyp tihimikiing emierimg into husimess witth partners ke these? Iifs @ questiom e hes
ik tto beamnish by dowmplaying his ties to Bayrock and minimizing Sater's sins. (e gott into troublie
because he got into a barroom fight which a lot of people do,” Trump once said in a deposition.)
But e didin't just partner with Bayrock; tie compamy emibedided witth im. Saiter worked im Tnumg
Tower: Hishusiness cand desoribed im 2s @ Semior Adtsor o Dossid T, Baymook putt
together deals for mammoth Trump-named, Trump-managed projects—two in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, 2 resort im Phoenix, the Trump SoHo in New York. Several of those projects broke ground,
ot ey v s e preihucie. B, Tingmmp weas paticulkdly takem with M. Aofls ownsess
connections,” the Times reported (afier buyers of units i the Trump SoHo swed i for frawud). “W
a deposition, Mr. Trump said that the two had discussed ‘numerous deals all over the world’ and
izt M. Aviff inaad ibrowgiht: potemtiizl Russian investors to Mr. Trump's office to meet frim.” Trumgp
st e soope of their amibitons: [This wes going o e Trumyp intematione| Hots) and

Tower Moscow, Kiev, Istanbul, etc., Poland, Warsaw.”

Based o its cast of characters, Bayrock itselfl was an entenprise bound to emd im a tonrent of
iitigatiiom . Tive compamy's fimamce ciiifl Jodly Kriss thas sued it for e lin the course of the
litigation, which is ongoing, Kriss alleged a primary source of funding for Trump’s big projects:
“Maonith after montih for two years, in fact whenever Bayrock ram out of cash, Bayrock Holidimgs
voauitd mragjicaily show wp with 2 wire from “somesiere’ just lage encugh o keep e compamy
going.” According to Kriss, these large payments would come from sources in Russia and
Kazakhstan that hoped to hide their cash. Another source of Bayrock funding was a now-defunct
lcelandiic imvestment fund called the FIL. Group, a magnet for Russian imvestors “in favor with” Putim,
25 @ (mwswiit puits it (e Dailly Telegragin as sepoted et Bayook mmisibtelied FLs imestment
as a loan, in order to avoid at least $20 million in taxes.)
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Thnese projecds are simplly too amibitious, too centira o s prospects, for Trwmp to hewe ignoned
the underlying source of financing. And it was at just the moment he came to depend heavily on
shadowy investment from Russia that his praise for Putin kicked into high gear. In 2007, he

tiolid Lawnry King, “Look at Putim—umwhat he's doimg witfh Russia—) meamn, youw kmow, wiat's gaoimg an
ava there. | meamn s guy hes dome—adeiher gow ke i ar donit ke him-—-he's divimg 2 greestt

"

job.

Wivle Putin hasn t diviied his hand's in American elections, the Russians have culivated
Washington—nhiring fancy firms to craft strategy, donating money to think tanks, building a small
cotierie of wonks sympatihetic to their leader's view of the world. The Trump campaign is the
wriikesly oultmimation of this effort. [t e beem @ magmet for ike-mimded s of Putim . Fams migiht
not be quite the right term, since so many of these advisers have profited from proxies of the
Russiam state.

(L et Hoesegyim st thivees o Timuong's Camypaig managsy & 2 wizerned operaifve named Paul MWemaftott.
It's true that Manafort is a mercenary by trade. His old Washington consulting firm pioneered the
practice of representing the dictators of the world, no matter their grim record. (I profiled

s Autfonitriiam st eadier this yean ) Late in his career, howexer, Memafot dedicated himss
to working on behalf of clients close to the Kremiin. His grand achievement was reviving the
doomed career of the anti-charismatic politician Viktor Yanukovych. Manafort's image-crafting and
sihrewd strategy cullminated in Yanukowch's election to Ulkraine’s presidemncy im 2010. Thanks to
Weamaftontt s hamdiwot, Ulzsime puilied it Putin's apihee of influesce Uik other Aeretican
consultants who flitted in and out of Kiev, Manafort set up camp there. He became an essential

adviser to the president—his tennis partner even.

I Barafion! meve e anlly Keemiln cosmection im e Touomp campsign, s pesenoe mmightt signiffy
nothing. But he’s hardly isolated. Many pundits have scoffed at the idea that Trump has a circle of
foreign policy advisers given that his initial kst of gurus emerged abruptly im March and inchuded
meEmEsS Wikt mosst expentts. el the st sugmests centain tendendies. One of the supposed
Trump whisperers was an investment banker named Carter Page. During a stint in Moscow in the
2000s, he advised the state-controlled natural gas giant, Gazprom and helped it attract Western
imvestiors. (fim March, Page told Bioomberng that he contimues to own shares im tihe commpamy. )
Paye s diefendied Russia with selish. e wole 2 coollumsexpicittly covmpanimg e Otsma

administration’s Russia policy to chattel slavery in the American South. His reasoning: "Numerous
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quaties from tihe Feltmuany 201% Natfiomsl Security Strategy doselly pariliel zm 1850 puibication thett
offered guidance to staveholders on how to produce the ‘ideal slave.”” '

Also on the list of advisers is Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn, the former head of the Defense Intelligence
Agency. Eighteen momths afier he departed govermment, he joumeyed to Mosoow and sat fwo
iheaines ey from Putim att the 10t ammisersany gl celebrating Russia Todky. In Poiitiioo, am
anonymous Obama official harshly criticized Flynn: “It's not usually to America’s benefit when our
intelligence officers—cument or former—seek refuge in Moscow.”

Wione necerttly, Richest B, 2 Reagan admimsivation offcEl has bogun sdkisting Tmummp omn
foreign policy. His criticisms of NATO and pleas for greater cooperation with Putin grow from a
deeply felt realism. Yet his ideological positions jiibe with his financial interests. Burt is on the
thaemats of Alfz-Bawik  the lsrgest commensiz| hamik im Russia, amd am imeesiment fumnd with 2 lage
position n Gazprom.

Trump's advisers have stakes in businesses where the health of the Russian state is the health of
e fimm—ihere, im fact, the state and the finm are deeplly entangled. The campaiign isnt just ome
e wittn am aestnetic affmity for Puiin and comsnescial intieresiis

i Russige. s sestiments ane

reinforced and amplified by an organization rife with financial ties to the Kremlin.

e we

Is Puiin afready meddiing in this campaign? In his chilly way, he has signaled his rooling interest.
He praised Trump as “very talented.” His mouthpieces are more effusive. Vladimir Yakunin, the
frommer cihvaimman of Russian Railways, has said of Trump, “He is addressing some imiema failimgs
aff thes Avmrenican peopie” Tie Kremlim dvesn ' seem mudh botihered o disgeise s hellp. Soom
after the discovery of Russian intelligence hacking into Clinton servers, documents suddenly
materalized on the web: a PDF of the DNC's opposition research file and a trove of
spreadisihests, indudimg @ st of donors to e Climton Foundsiion.

Foreign intelligence agencies often go fishing for information on American political campaigns.
Chimese hackers tapped Mitt Romney’s servers in search of useful nuggets. But the Russians
e ke @m @t off puitiicizimg e meteral they have flidied to injure their advesaies. The loouws
classicus of this method was arecording of a biunt call between State Department official Toria
Nuland and the American ambassador to Kiev, Geoffrey Pyatt. The Russians allegedly planted the
recondimg an YouTuthe and then treeted a fink to it—amnd from ihere it became mtemational mews.
Thramugihn tteey mewer cisimed crmpdit for e lealk, few dipaibied e Wikite Houss's oomtention et

Russia was the source.
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Wee cam anly speculEie btout e documents the Russians have in fhelir possession and how they
might use them. The material they have released thus far is relatively innocuous, but it may just be
a hint of leaks to come—as they experiment with unfurling their material and gauging the reactions
o leaks. Tihe Climton Foumdsation is, after ail, a pretty jucy target to have hit—a place with

am etfvically bomntetiineaperacth to fumdraising and sready 2 privveny cibfpct of Twmp campsign
fusillades. One of the sites that has posted purloined material is called Guccifer 2.0, which
stremuously protests that it is the work of a lone hacker. The site features a waming that it has
relesse amy @ smeall smettering of documents firom tine “mamy thousands | exiracted” He s mott
ithe onlly one sitfing on a pile of damaging rmaterial. Jelian Assange, wiho hosted a show

on Russia Today, warned, “We have emails relating to Hillary Clinton which are pending

e doke W

Donald Trump's ego compounds his naiveté. He's vulnerable to flattery; his confidence in himself
exceeds his intellectual capacities. Alll of this malkes him pariculardy susceptible to exploitztion, amn
@y k. fFor this ressom, dutioss figues have woys grasitsisd to him . (Peese read David Cay
Johnston'spersuasive account of Trump'’s long ties to organized crime.) It seems the Russian
president has noticed this, ioo. To quote Trump on Putin, “A guy calls me a genius and they want
rmnes to nesmowmee im? [im mott groimg) o remowmos fimm.”

In the end, we only have circumstantial evidence about the Russian efforts to shape this election—
a senies of disparate data points and a history of past interference: im simillar contests. But the
et it trouibiiing, @nd o i the premise. 1 Putin wantsd to comeoct e ides) candite to sewe
hi's purposes, his lalboratory creation would look like Donald Trump. The Republican nominee
wants to shatter our military alliances in Europe; he cheers the destruction of the European Union;
e favors ratcheting down tensions with Russia over Ulkraine and Syria, botih as a matier of foreign
motiny 2o in senice off his own peoumiEny sbeess . A Tump pessenny would westen Puitn's
greatest geo-strategic competitor. By stoking racial hatred, Trump will shred the fabric of American
diesire to remeqotiete dieft payments, e wowld nuim the full fzith and orediit of the United Stetes.
One pro-Kremiin blogger sewsmed wp tis govermwmend's interest in this elecion with clanfying
bluntness: “Trump will smash America as we know it, we've got nothing to lose.”

Framidin Foer s a Siate comtributing ediitor. He is witing a book abowt tihe dark side of
Sttty redire stete sthyPunt=t e siete comaticesimess and poliicsoower_stony/Z0
TRQ7dEdimir_puiin hes @ plan for destoging the wes! and il looks @ ol ke il




